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Introduction

The palms and date sector in producing countries is of great
economic, social, and environmental importance. The sector
plays a significant role in improving the income and standard
of those working in the sector and enhancing food security in
rural areas. The sector also contributes to achieving
sustainable agricultural development, as well as maintaining
environmental balance and optimal utilization of natural
resources.

This report will overview the size of the date sector globally
and at the level of producing countries, including export and
import volumes, and per capita consumption of dates.
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Global Date Production

Global date production was estimated at approximately 9.7
million tons in 2023, harvested from approximately 1.3 million
hectares, with an average productivity of 7.5 tons per hectare.
Post-harvest losses are estimated at 20% (FAOSTAT, 2025).

There are approximately 30 countries that are economically
productive date producers, with the majority of this production
coming from North Africa (4.3 million tons) and West Asia (3.5
million tons), accounting for approximately 81% of global
production.

Date production in the Middle East and North Africa region
has grown at a rate of 2.53% over the past ten years (2013-
2023), while Arab countries produce approximately 89% of
global production, led by Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, and
Irag.
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Date sector in the world 2023

In 2023, global trade of Dates (Fresh/Dried) reached $2.23B,
reflecting a 7.92% increase from 2022, when trade totaled
$2.07B. Over the past five years, trade in this category has
grown at an annualized rate of 3.96%.

Among the 4644 products traded in 2023, Dates (Fresh/Dried)
ranked 1328 in global trade value, accounting for 0.0099% of
world trade. According to the Product Complexity Index (PCI),
it was the 2801st most complex product out of 2913, with a
PCI value of -1.93.

Dates (Fresh/Dried) falls under the Vegetable Products
section, specifically within the chapter or HS2 Edible fruits,

nuts & fruit peels, heading or HS4 Tropical Fruits.

*The Observatory of Economic Complexity (OEC)
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Global dates market
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Factors contributing to the growth of the dates
market

Date variety: If certain varieties are in high demand
internationally, regionally, or locally, this leads to
increased demand and market expansion. The most
popular date varieties in the global dates market include
Deglet Nour, Medjool, Barhi, Zahidi, Ajwa, Khalas,
Sukkari, and Hayani.

Product category, in terms of size, color, shape,
preparation, and manufacturing methods, plays an
important role, as certain product categories experience
increased demand.

Providing a continuously updated database helps
understand the expected market growth rate during the
forecast period. This provides a roadmap for market
analysis and strategic planning during this specific period,
thus improving investment decisions in the palm and date
sector.

Health awareness of the benefits of dates.

The religious value of dates.

The increasing industrial use of dates.

International and governmental initiatives to support the
date sector provide data, information, and guidance to
help establish the best methods for agricultural
operations, date processing, and marketing, as well as
methods to increase the popularity of dates through
exhibitions and festivals.
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World Date Production

Production remained constant in the 1960s until the mid-
1970s, when it gradually increased until the 1990s, when it
began to increase rapidly until the present time, while the
productivity per hectare remained stagnant.
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Productivity per
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Harvested date palm area

1.27 Million ha in 2022
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Global Date Imports and Exports

Date exports to other countries accounted for approximately
16% of global production, representing 1.59 million tons and
valued at approximately $2.5 billion in 2023 (Figure 2). Total
date production has increased by 11% over the past five
years, driven primarily by increased production in Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, Pakistan, and Algeria.

The date varieties that hold the largest share of the global
date market include Deglet Nour, Medjool, Barhi, Zahidi,
Ajwa, Khalas, Sukkari, and Hayani.

Demand for the Medjool variety is growing, with production
estimated at approximately 110,000 tons, representing only
1% of total global production (Abdullah bin Abdullah, 2024),
(Mordor Intelligence, 2024).
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Global import and export of dates. 2023

Export
(tons 1000) ~ export value
($ million)

Import
(1000 tons) ~ Import value

($ million)
FAOSTAT, 2025

Top 12 Countries Production of Dates
2023, (Thousands of Tons)
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Date exporting countries

In terms of value, Saudi Arabia leads in date exports, followed
by the United Arab Emirates, then Tunisia. In terms of
guantity, Iran leads, followed by Iraq, and Saudi Arabia.

It is noted that comparing countries, an increase in export
guantity does not necessarily mean an increase in the unit
weight price in the market. The price of a ton of exported
dates may reach several times its value compared to other
countries. The price per ton reached $1,885, as in the case of
Tunisia, compared to $358,000 for Iraqg. This is due to the fact
that the value is affected by the level of quality in terms of
variety, packaging, preparation, and manufacturing, as well as
consumer demand in the importing countries.

Countries from which Medjool is the main export variety
command the highest unit price per ton: Morocco, the United
States, Jordan, and Palestine, with prices ranging from
$3,800 to $5,500. The second-highest price rank is for the
Deglet Nour variety from Tunisia, followed by the third-highest
price rank, with an average of $1,200 per ton for dates
produced in Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. In
contrast, Iran, Iraq, and Pakistan had the lowest date export
prices, ranging from $400 to $800 per ton (Abdullah bin
Abdullah 2024).

11
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Top 12 Country, Export quantity of Dates
2023, (Thousands of Tons)

Value of date exports in 2023
($ million)
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Countries importing dates

Imports increased by 10% in the European Union (EU28),
27% in Asian countries, 24% in the Americas, and 100% in
Africa in the five years to 2023 (Trademap, 2023).

India is by far the largest importer of dates, with approximately
440,000 tons in 2023, followed by the United Arab Emirates,
Niger, and Morocco (Figure 5). In terms of total import value,
India leads with approximately $231 million (Figure 6),
followed by Morocco with approximately $211 million
(FAOSTAT, 2024).

The highest import prices are found in Europe and North
America, mainly for the Deglet Nour variety. Comparing the
unit weight value between countries, we find that the price of
an imported ton varies greatly, with the Netherlands, the
United States, and Britain importing at the highest prices,
ranging from $3,000 to $4,000 per ton. Countries such as
Germany, France, and Morocco rank second, with prices
ranging from $2,000 to $2,600 per ton, while India's lowest
price is around $525 per ton. This demonstrates the
importance of quality levels in terms of variety, packaging,
preparation, and manufacturing, as well as consumer
preferences in importing countries.

13
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Tunisia is the leading supplier of dates to the European
Union, with approximately 48,000 tons exported in 2023,
representing a 26% market share. The Deglet Nour market is
estimated at approximately 78,000 tons, representing 46% of
the European date market, while Algerian exports are
estimated at 30,000 tons.

In East Asia, Malaysia and Indonesia account for 95% of
ASEAN imports. In Africa, Niger has the highest growth rate,
with imports to Africa doubling in the past five years
(Trademap, 2023).

Date Importing Countries 2023 (thousand tons)

Pakistan

Nether
Land
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Value of date imports in 2023
($ million)

Global markets:
European market

e Tunisia is the leading supplier of dates to the European
Union, exporting 48,000 tons in 2022 (with a 26% market
share).

e The Deglet Nour market is estimated at 78,000 tons,
representing 46% of the European date market.

o Algerian exports are estimated at 30,000 tons.

o Pakistan exports 6,000 tons to the European Union.

o Israeli exports to the European Union are estimated at
15,000 tons.

Source: Trademap 2022
EU28 include United kingdom

@s
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European market (tons)

European
Union (EU 160897 186286 192379 170527 190306 4%
28)

France 42919 50492 46287 44754 47115 2%
Germany 24286 29828 30186 26538 26387 2%
K:Jnr'gi;i‘?“ 22130 25062 26361 24027 24147 2%
Netzzrla" 12191 16898 17577 16929 20797 14%

Spain 10669 11907 13412 13113 13923 7%

ltaly 12626 12071 17652 7275 16460 7%

Belgium 7109 8842 8718 7209 6843 1%
Denmark 4479 4899 4976 5338 4910 2%

Poland 4120 4295 4103 4282 4941 5%
Sweden 3452 4451 4370 3664 4499 7%

Austria 2747 2965 3167 2542 3135 3%

Greece 1462 1376 2030 1792 2278 12%
Bulgaria 1552 1947 1759 1791 2163 9%

e
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Asian market

e Malaysia and Indonesia account for 95% of ASEAN
imports.

e The Indonesian market is growing.

e Deglet Noor represents only 10% of Indonesia's imports.

e During the COVID-19 outbreak, sales increased by 30% in
the region.

Asian market (thousand tons)

Importers

Association of

South-East

Asian Nations 64 62 82 82 91 9%
(ASEAN)

Aggregation
Indonesia 40 36 53 50 61 11%
Malaysia 19 18 22 26 24 6%
Singapore 2.3 3.7 3.2 2.8 2.5 2%
Thailand 15 2.7 2.4 1.9 11 -8%
Viet Nam 0.36 0.55 0.27 0.58 0.7 18%
Brunei 0.26 0.24 0.31 0.41 0.38 10%

Darussalam
Cambodia 0.12 0.27 0.19 0.19 0.19 15%

Philippines 0.075 0.067 0.052 0.012 0.018 24%

§
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African market

¢ Niger has the highest growth rate.

Africa's imports have doubled in 5 years.

The UAE and Algeria dominate the African market.
Tunisia exports 35,000 tons to Africa, including 26,000
tons to Morocco.

Excluding Morocco, Tunisia's market share is only 4% of

the African date market.

18



African market (tons)

Importers

Africa
Aggregati

Niger

Morocco

Nigeria

Somalia

Libya

Ethiopia

Senegal

Mali

Djibouti

Egypt

Kenya

Mauritani
a

Tanzania

Cote
d'lvoire

2017

149228

18815

70055

No
Quantit

15229

3061

7925

2678

5952

2309

1286

4549

4360

4105

1321

2018

203507

28875

97436

6899

20318

2294

5885

5310

6685

2371

2208

5168

5742

1318

2817
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2019
233294
56082
98871
3587
19893
2813
7026
6768
7283
2534
3164
5019
4189
4780

1760
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2020

223124

61043

76161

7947

23838

1739

8168

3279

8561

4188

1812

6600

4180

4517

2057

2021

317442

88592

113161

5272

25606

6277

12462

6836

9620

11251

6602

7597

4504

5390

2465

CAGR

21%

47%

13%

14%

20%

12%

26%

13%

49%

51%

14%

1%

7%

17%
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Per capita consumption of dates
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(Faostat, 2019)

Date consumption has increased worldwide, driven by
increased awareness of its health benefits and demand from
the processing industry, which is expected to drive market

growth.

The global annual per capita consumption of dates was 1.02

kg.

Oman ranked first in annual per capita date consumption at
55.8 kg, followed by Saudi Arabia (37.5 kg), Kuwait (25.4 kg),
Algeria (21.8 kg), Libya (15.4 kg), Egypt (13.8 kg), Qatar (11.4

kg), and Bahrain (10.3 kg).
(Faostat, 2019) .
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The global per capita consumption of dates was 1.06 kg in
2021, representing a gradual increase over previous years.
Historically, this is the highest level since records began, with
the lowest being 0.43 kg in 1968.

The average annual growth rate has been 1.44% since 1961.

1.1
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1.06
.02
0.99
0.95 0.92 mKg
0.9 0.9

0.9 -
- ] I

0-8 1 T T T T T 1
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World table date production

o This data only relates to dates that have been packaged
and offered for sale as is (INC).

e Table dates represent only 15% of global raw date
production. Dates consumed in bulk and those intended
for processing are not counted.

e Table date production increased by 16% between 2020
and 2022.

o Saudi Arabia is the leading producer of table dates.

21
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Main product of table dates (1000 tons)

20721 21122 2123
205 220 235

SAUDI
ARABIA
UAE 130 140 150
EGYPT 110 140 145
IRAN 140 135 135
TUNISIA 105 120 120
ALGERIA 95 115 130
IRAQ 50 60 60
ISRAEL 30 32 35
USA 28 30 30
PAKISTAN 25 28 25
MOROCCO 25 26 28
OMAN 20 22 25
SUDAN 8 9 10
LIBYA 1 1.5 2
OTHERS 30 35 35
WORLD 1002 1114 1165
TOTAL

@22
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International and governmental initiatives to
support the date sector

There are numerous international and governmental
initiatives, such as the establishment of research centers
specializing in palm trees and dates, in addition to the
establishment of national centers dedicated to this sector, as
well as the holding of exhibitions, festivals, scientific
conferences, workshops, and seminars. Observations have
shown that the popularity of festivals increases fruit
consumption.

Agricultural authorities in date-producing countries provide
agricultural guidance and training courses in palm cultivation
and the date sector, and cooperate with the private sector.
There are also international date awards to support the palm
and date palm sector, most notably the Khalifa International
Date Palm Award and Agricultural Innovation.

Due to the nutritional and health value of dates, 11 months of
Saudi government efforts resulted in dates being classified as
an exceptional fruit by the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO) in 2019. The term "exceptional
fruit" refers to a group of fruits and vegetables that contain
important elements recognized by the Food and Agriculture
Organization. This classification will add importance to the
high nutritional and economic value of dates, facilitating their
global marketing.
23
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The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) Council, at its 165th Session (November 30 -
December 4, 2020), also approved the recommendation
made by the Committee on Agriculture at its 27th Session in
Rome regarding the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s proposal to
declare 2027 the International Year of Dates.

24
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